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L.  S.  Dibble  (married  Elsie  G.  Coffin),  Westfield,  Pa. 
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FOREWORD 


Who  are  my  relatives?  Who  were  ray  forefathers?  These  are  normal  ques¬ 
tions  in  the  minds  of  every  person.  For  me,  the  answers  to  these  ques¬ 
tions  had  to  be  obtained,  and  not  being  able  to  search  library  records, 
a  search  by  correspondence  was  undertaken  and  here  are  the  results. 

Evidently  there  were  at  least  five  immigrations  of  Purdys.  One  family 
entered  Virginia  and  scattered  through  the  Southern  States.  They  owned 
slaves,  hence  the  descendants  of  those  slaves  have  Purdy  as  their  family 
name.  One  such  black  man  is  Ross  Purdy.  I  have  met  him.  Another  fam¬ 
ily  was  started  in  Philadelphia  by  James  Purdy  and  spread  across  the 
northern  part  of  Pennsylvania  and  westward  without  encountering  our  fam¬ 
ily.  Another  family  (ours)  landed  in  Connecticut  and  settled  in  West¬ 
chester  and  Dutchess  Counties,  New  York  State,  from  whence  some  mi¬ 
grated  to  Cayuga  and  Steuben  counties,  New  York,  as  well  as  westward. 

The  Daniel  Purdy  family  probably  moved  to  Cayuga  County  by  the  Erie 
Canal  or  by  rail  since  their  migration  was  after  the  canal  was  com¬ 
pleted  (1825)  and  after  the  New  York  Central  was  built  (1831).  The 
Spencers,  on  the  other  hand,  must  have  come  overland  in  covered  wagons 
through  the  Pleasant  Valley  route .  The  Cayuga  to  Steuben  move  by  each 
of  these  families  must  have  been  in  covered  wagons  over  trails  in  some 
of  which  they  had  to  clear  a  passage  for  their  wagons. 

The  Purdy  village  and  Purdy  Creek  near  Hornell,  N.  Y.,  always  excited 
curiosity  as  to  whether  some  of  our  family  named  them.  It  was  yet 
another  family  of  Purdys,  with  no  traced  relation  to  ours,  that  settled 
Hartsville  on  Purdy  Creek  just  below  Hornell. 

From  whom  of  the  many  distinguished  Coffins,  Spencers,  and  Nobles,  did 
our  parents  descend?  The  Purdys  have  no  such  galaxy  of  notables  as 
have  the  Coffins,  Spencers,  and  Nobles.  Ve  are,  indeed,  proud  of  them. 

A  review  of  the  various  "Who 1  s  Who11  and  "Who  Was  Who11  reveals  many 
distinguished  men  of- these  families. 

Captain  Bill  Purdy  cmd  his  wife,  Betsey  Spencer,  inherited  from  their 
forebears  sterling  attributes  of  strong  personalities  and  high  pur¬ 
poses.  They  insisted  that  their  oldest  child,  Andrew,  should  have  an 
education.  So  to  Alfred  University  he  was  sent.  There  he  stayed  un¬ 
til  he  had  earned  an  A.J.  degree.  Then  to  the  University  of  Michigan 
where  he  acquired  his  m/d.  degree,  and  to  New  York  University  for 
postgraduate  and  interne  training.  He  returned  to  his  native  town  of 
Jasper  and  there  for  several  years  practiced  medicine.  Later  he 
qualified  for  membership  in  the  Methodist  church  as  a  minister  and  held 
pastorates  in  Lawrenceville ,  Pa.,  Victor,  N.  Y.,  North  Tonawand#.,  N.  Y., 
and  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

In  turn,  Dr.  Andrew  Purdy  insisted  that  his  five  boys  should  have  colle¬ 
giate  training,  and  they  had  it.  J*cank,  after  graduating  from  Syracuse 
University  in  1892  was  graduated  as  an  M.D.  from  Buffalo  University, 
and  later  as  D.O.  from  Boston  University,  Andrew  J.  was  graduated  from 
Alfred  and  then  went  to  the  University  of  Michigan,  later  gradua+ing 
with  a  degree  in  law  from  Buffalo  University  and  an  a  D.D.  from 
Auburn^Seminary.  Andrew  held  pastorates  in  Gowanda  and  in  Buffalo. 
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Ross  Coffin,  the  third  son  of  Rev.  Andrew  Purdy,  worked  his  way  to  a 
degree  in  Ceramic  Engineering  at  The  Ohio  State  University,  had  in¬ 
dustrial  experience  ,  taught  at  the  University  of  Illinois  and  at  Ohio 

State  University,  and  at  present  is  General  Secretary  and  Editor  for 
The  American  Ceramic  Society. 

John  R. ,  Andrew's  fourth  son,  graduated  from  the  Boston  School  of  Osteo¬ 
pathy,  but  music  got  the  best  of  him.  He  was  too  good  an  artist,  sin¬ 
ger,  actor,  and  composer  to  practice  his  profession.  He  died  early 
while  in  London  staging  one  of  his  operas. 

Victor  William,  the  fifth  son,  worked  his  way  through  college  to  be¬ 
come  a  D.  0.,an  M.  D. ,  and  an  orthopedic  surgeon.  He  has  national  re¬ 
cognition  as  an  artist  in  both  oil  and  water  color,  with  honors  be¬ 
stowed  by  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

Principally  from  the  Coffins  the  sons  of  Andrew  Purdy  and  Mary  Coffin 
inherited  musical  talent.  The  Coffin  family  were  musicians  of  rare 
ability.  When  they  gathered  in  Brookfield  at  their  ancestral  homo, 
they  sang.  Well  do  I  remember  such  a  songfest  at  Grandpa  Coffin's 
home . 

In  college,  Frank  LeRoy  Purdy  led  the  Glee  Club  and  played  cornet  in 
the  orchestra  and  band.  Andrew  was  the  baritone  and  cornet  soloist 
at  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  Ross  doubled  in  string  and  brass 
base  instruments.  John  R.  was  a  baritone  of  rare  ability,  and  player 
of  the  trombone  and  composer.  Victor  plays  the  piano. 

Several  others  of  the  Daniel  Purdy  descendants  are  college  graduates. 
Such  is  true  also  of  Daniel  Holt's  five  sons. 

The  Spencers  come  from  a  line  of  distinguished  educators,  preachers, 
business  executives,  and  lawyers,  and  the  last  two  generations  have 
followed  with  certain  successes.  All  of  Adoniram's  children  are 
graduates  of  Yale  University.  Roger  was  an  educator  well  known  in 
central  New  York  State;  Asa  Spencer,  the  second,  was  graduated  from 
Alfred  University  and  served  with  distinction  in  the  Steuben  County 
Schools  as  an  educator. 

Hannah  Simpson,  wife  of  Adoniram  Spencer,  was  the  intellectual  "spark 
plug"  of  that  family.  Though  not  possessed  of  finances,  she  had  the 
vision  and  inspired  leadership  that  resulted  in  her  four  sons  and  two 
daughters  attending  and  graduating  from  a  university.  Her  grandsons 
and  granddaughters  are  well  educated. 

Daniel  Purdy,  with  his  eleven  children,  and  Ebenezer  Jeremiah  Spencer, 
with  his  eleven  children, had  all  the  hardships  recited  in  histories  of 
pioneering  when  they  moved  into  Cayuga  County.  They  had  to  cut  their 
own  way  when  they  migrated  to  Steuben  County.  They  had  to  clear  their 
lands,  contend  with  wolves  and  bears,  and  grind  their  meal  or  haul  it 
ten  miles  to  a  grist  mill.  The  modest  log  houses  they  first  built  must 
have  been  crowded,  and  the  mothers  must  have  had  a  tough  time  getting 
meals  for  their  large  families  at  an  open  fireplace  and  making  cloth¬ 
ing  for  both  the  boys  and  girls.  And  yet  they  had  money  and  acquired 
oxen  and  farm  animals  and  established  creameries.  They  were  forthright 
business  men.  They  left  their  descendants  a  wonderful  heritage. 

And  so  it  was  with  the  pioneer  Coffins  and  Nobles. 
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These  Purdy  and  Spencer  pioneers  came  from  comfortable  homes  in  Dut¬ 
chess  County  and  from  well-developed  communities.  They  wanted  winces 
of  their  own  and  sacrificed  much  and  labored  hard  to  acquire  them. 

There  has  been  no  revelation  of  how  or  why  the  Coffin  and  Noble 
pioneers  came  to  Westfield,  Pa. ,  but  they  too  started  very  primitively 
and  developed  profitable  farm  and  dairy  businesses.  Their  herds  and 
flocks  were  large. 

With  all  this  rugged  pioneering,  these  forefathers  did  not  neglect 
culture*  Their  children  were  given  an  education  and  musical  training. 
They  were  faithful  in  their  religious  worship.  They  were  rugged 
physically,  mentally,  and  morally.  We  of  this  generation  have  patterns 
of  forthright  living  in  our  early  forebears.  They  accomplished  much 
without  the  many  facilities  which  are  available  to  us.  We  may  be 
A\ 1.1  aro  proud  of  our  lineage. 
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Or,  a  un  chevron  azure,  between 
three  mullets  sa.,  pierced  of  the  field. 
Crest — A  peacock’s  head  erased  gu. 
Motto— “Fidelitas.” 
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THE  PURDYS  AND  THEIR  NAME 
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Compiled  by  Media  Research  Bureau 
1110  F.  St.,  Washington,  I),  c. 

The  name  oi  Purdy  is  said  to  have  been  derived  from  the  nickname 
Pard^w,  which  is  believed  to  have  been  taken  from  the  French  Par  Dieu, 
meaning  "By  God. "  It  is  found  on  ancient  records  in  the  various  forms 
of  Pardew,  Par doe ,  Purdieu,  Purdeu,  Pardee,  Pardy,  pur dew,  Purdue, 
Purday,  Purdoy,  Purdie,  Purde,  and  Purdy,  of  which  the  last  is  the 
form  most  generally  accepted  in  America  today. 

Families  of  this  name  were  to  be  found  at  early  dates  in  the  English 
counties  ol  Nor! oik,  Cambridge,  Essex,  Hertford,  Worcester,  Salop, 

York,  and  London  and  were,  for  the  most  part,  of  the  landed  gentry 
anct  yeomanry  of  Great  Britain. 


Among  the  earliest  records  of  the  family  in  England  were  those  of 
John  and  William  Purdeu  of  Cambridgeshire  at  a  slightly  later  date 
Thomas  Purday  or  Dampurday  of  County  Norfolk  in  1383,  and  Grace 
Purdey  of  London  before  1667. 


It  is  not  definitely  known  from  which  of  the  many  illustrious  lines 
of  the  family  in  England  the  first  emigrants  of  the  name  to  America 
were  descended,  but  it  is  generally  believed  that  all  of  the  Purdy3 
were  of  common  ancestry  at  a  remote  period. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was  Francis  Purdy,  who 
is  believed  to  have  emigrated  from  Yorkshire,  England,  to  Concord, 
Mass.,  about  1635  and  later  removed  to  Fairfield,  Conn.  .  By  his  wife 
Mary  Brundage  he  is  said  to  have  been  the  father  of  John,  Joseph, 
and  Francis.  '  * 


John,  son  of  the  emigrant  Francis,  removed  to  Rye,  N.  Y.,  and  had 
issue  by  his  wife  Elisabeth  of  at  least  two  sons,. one  of  whom  died 
young  and  the  other  of  whom  was  named  Daniel. 


Joseph,  sor  of  the  emigrant  Francis,  also  made  his  home  at  Rye 
and. was  the  father  there  by  his  wife  Elizabeth  Ogden  of  Joseph, 
Daniel,  Samuel,  David  Jonathan,  John,  Francis,  Elizabeth,  Judith, 
Mary,  and  Phoebe,  oi  whom  Samuel  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Newburgh, 

N.  Y.,  line  of  the  family  and  John  (called  "Still  John")  made  his* 
home  at  White  Plains. 


Francis,  son.  of  the  emigrant  Francis,  is  said  to  have  resided  at 
l or. h  Castle,  N.  Y.,  and  to  have  been  the  father  of  Francis,  Joseph 
Daniel,  Thomas,  Samuel,  and  at  least  one  daughter  whose  name  is  not 


y 


About  1718  one  Joseph. P^rdy  or  Purdy  is  said  to  have  settled  at  Stam- 
lord.  Conn.  By  his  wife  Elizabeth  Ferris,  whom  he  married  in  1723  he 
had  issue  of  Mary,  Joseph,  and  Elizabeth. 


One  Benjamin  Purdy  of  Connecticut  and  New  York  in  the  early  eighteenth 
century  is  claimed  by  some  authorities  to  have  been  descended  from  a 
French  Huguenot. who  emigrated  to  America  in  the  latter  seventeenth 
century,  but  this  is  not  certain.  Benjamin  was  the  father  of  at  least 
one  son  named  Solomon,  who  made  his  home  in  Rutland  County,  Vt.  as 
well  as  probably  of  Reuben,  Danie.l,  Benjamin,  Truman,  Smith,  Mary, 
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and  others. 


In  1742  one  John  Puray  is  s.„iu  to  have  cone  from  Ireland  to  Bucks 
County,  Penn.  By  his  wife  Grace  Dunlap  he  uaa  the  father  of  i.  son 
named  William  and  several  daughters,  of  v.hom  William  married  Mery 
Roney  and  had  issue  by  her  of  William  and  others. 

Sometime  before  1766  one  Alexander  Purdie  or  Purdy  came  from  Scotland 
to  Virginia  and  settled  at  Willian^burg.  No  definite  record  has  been 
found,  however,  of  his  immediate  family  or  descendants. 

The  descendants  of  these  and  probably  of  other  branches  of  the  family 
in  Amorica  have  spread  to  practically  every  State  of  the  Union  and 
have  aided  as  much  in  the  growth  of  the  country  as  their  ancestors 
aided  in  the  founding  of  the  nation.  They  have  been  noted  for  their 
energy,  industry,  integrity,  piety,  perseverance,  fortitude,  patience 
loyalty,  resourcefulness,  initiative,  courage,  and  leadership. 

Amou.  those  of  the  name  who  fought  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  were 
David,  Peter,  Thomas,  Caleb,  Elisha,  and  Lieutenant  Aaron  of  Massachu 
setts;  Peter,  Ensigns  Abraham  and  David,  Lieutenants  Abner,  Daniel, 
Obedient,  and  El van,  Captain  Jacob,  and  Major  Ebenezer  of  New  York, 
and  numerous  others  from  the  various  other  New  England  colonies. 

John,  Francis,  Thomas}/,  Joseph,  Daniel,  Samuel,  William,  Benjamin, 
Jonathan,  Peter,  and  David  are  some  of  the  Christian  names  most 
highly  favored  by  the  family  for  its  male  members. 

The  coat-of-arms  most  generally  ascribed  to  the  ancient  and  honorable 
English  family  of  Pardy  or  Purdy  is  described  as  follows: 

Arms . — "Or,  a  chevron  azure  between 
three  stars  of  sixteen 
points . " 

While  that  generally  assigned  to  the  Purdey  or  Purdy  line  of  England 
is  described  as  follows: 

Arms. — "Argent,  a  fess  chequy  or  and 
gules . " 


(Arms  taken  from  Burke's  "General 
Armoxy,"  1884.) 
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Perrin  and  Mary  Falconer  Perrin  Meeker) 


"PURDY  FAMILY  OF  RYE.  NEW  YORK 
First  Generation 

The  Purdy  family  were  seated  in  York,  England,  early  in  the  15th 
century.  The  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  America  was  Francis 
Purdy,  born  in  York,  England,  1595.  He  left  England  in  1632, 
going  to  Concord,  Massachusetts,  and  from  there,  after  a  few 
years'  residence,  to  Fairfield,  Connecticut.  His  will  was 
proved  14  October,  I658.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  England, 

was  Mary  Elizabeth  _ _ Their  first  son  was  John,  second 

son, Joseph;  thii'd  son,  Francis. 

John  Purdy  came  from  Fairfield  to  Rye,  Westchester  County,  New 

York,  with  his  wife  Elizabeth  _ _ ,  in  1670;  they  had  two 

children,  one  dying  young,  and  Daniel,  attaining  to  manhood. 

Second  Generation 

Joseph  Purdy  came  from  Fairfield  to  Rye  in  1677,  when  Re  was 
appointed  Surveyor  by  the  Crown.  He  married  Elizabeth  Ogden, 
daughter  of  Richard  Ogden,  of  Rye,  who  was  son  of  John  Ogden  and 
wife,  Judith  Budd.  He  purchased,  from  his  father-in-law,  his 
house  and  eight  acres  of  land,  "on  the  highway  that  goeth  to 
the  Mill."  The  house  stood  on  a  knoll,  just  south  of  the  road 
to  Milton.  This  home  was  one  of  comfort  and  hospitality. 

Joseph  (I)  was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Supervisor  of  the  town, 
he  was  member  of  the  Colonial  Legislature  in  1693 >  and  again, 
from  1702  to  1709.  He  owned  a  large  farm  in  Rye,  and,  in  1701, 
he,  with  Heathcoate  bought  lands  in  North  Castle,  where  some 
of  his  descendants  settled. 

In  1697,  he,  with  four  others,  was  appointed  'to  see  to  build¬ 
ing  a  house  of  worship,  and  to  finding  of  a  minister. •  He  was 
ever  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Episcopal  Church  till  his 
death.  His  will  was  probated  October  5,  1709. 

He  had  seven  sons  and  four  daughters:  Joseph  I;  Daniel  I;  Sam¬ 
uel  I;  David  I;  Jonathan  I;  John  II;  Francis  II;  Elizabeth; 
Judith;  Mary;  Phoebe. 

Third  Generation 

Daniel  Purdy  was  the  second  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Ogden) 
Purdy.  He  followed  thoroughly  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father, 
Joseph;  he  was  Vestryman  and  Warden  of  Rye  Church  and  was  also 
member  of  the  Colonial  Legislature  as  late  as  1743. 

He  was  one  of  the  Patch  tees  of  Budd's  Neck,  and  he  owned  1000 
acres  in  Cor t land t  Manor.  He  married  Mary  Rapelyea,  great-grand¬ 
daughter  of  George  de  Rapelie  and  wife,  Cataline  Trico,  of  Walla- 
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bout,  Long  Island. 

By  this  marriage  he  had  three  sons:  Daniel  of  North  Salem; 
Hackaliah,  v/ho  married  Sarah  Budd;  and  Joshua.  He  had  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  on  the  farm  which  he  partly  inherited  and 
partly  bought  of  his  father,  and  which  lay  on  both  sides  of 
the  road,  just  south  of  Mr.  Sylvanus  Purdy's  residence 
(1870).  His  son  Daniel  took  up  the  North  Salem  property. 
Daniel's  will  was  proved,  1769,  February  14. 

Fourth  Generation 

Joshua  Purdy,  son  of  Daniel,  married  Mary  Park,  daughter  of 
Roger  Park  and  Charlotte  Streing.  Captain  Joshua,  as  he  was 
called,  bought  a  farm  on  the  old  road  to  Vi/hit e  Plains,  where 
he  build  his  house  when  he  married  Mary  Park.  This  was  owned, 
in  1870,  by  William  Purdy.  Joshua  was  Warden  for  many  years 
in  the  Episcopal  Church,  was  an  influential  man,  and  highly 
esteemed.  He  adhered  to  the  sid«  of  the  Mother  Country  in  the 
great  struggle,  and,  in  1776,  was  a  prisoner  at  White  Plains. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  wrote  August  20  'recommending  his  re¬ 
lease  as  a  man  of  influence  towards  whom  lenity  would  be  ad¬ 
visable.'  At  his  funeral  he  was  pronounced,  'a  kind  husband 
and  father,  a  faithful  master,  a  father  to  the  poor,  and  a 
pillar  to  the  church . • 

Captain  Joshua  Purdy  bought,  for  his  son  Joshua  the  farm  known 
as  the  Bradford  Farm  (1870) .  His  own  farm  he  left  to  his  son 
Roger.  Capt.  Joshua  was  the  last  Senior  Warden  in  the  Rye  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  before  the  Revolution,  when  it  was  burned,  and  for 
nine  years  there  was  no  service.  He  was  buried  in  blind  brook 
cemetary,  which  was  given  by  the  Purdy s  of  Rye  as  the  glebe 
burying  lot. 

Fifth  Generation 


Roger,  son  of  Capt.  Joshua  Purdy,  was  married  to  Anne  Elizabeth 
Fowler,  May  15,  1742,  by  Rev.  James  Wetmore ,  in  Rye  Episcopal 
Church.  She  was,  supposedly,  daughter  of  Moses  Fowler  of  East 
Chester,  whose  will  was  dated  Sept.  27,  1744.  All  of  the  name 
of  Fowler,  in  East  Chester  and  Westchester,  emanated  from  William 
Fowler,  of  New  Haven,  v/ho  was  there,  Magistrate,  in  1637. 

By  this  marriage  he  had  eight  daughters  and  one  son,  Roger: 

(1)  Gertrude,  married  Jonathan  Horton;  (2)  Mary,  married  William 
Brown;  (3)  Susan,  married  Lyon  Miller;  (4)  Elizabeth,  married 
John  Falconer;  (5)  Ann,  married  Joshua  Secor;  (6)  Phoebe, 
married  Daniel  Haight;  (7)  Hannah, .married  John  Haviland;  (8) 
Susanne,  died  unmarried;  (9)  Roger,  married  Tamar 
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'The  lnte  David  Purdy  (1870)  was  great-great-grandson  of 
Joseph,  and  gave  to  Dr.  Baird  all  of  the  matter  that  is  con¬ 
tained  in  his  volume  concerning  this  branch  of  the  Purdy 
family. ' 

Second  Generation  (Continued) 

Francis  Purdy  II,  son  of  Francis  I,  who  came  to  Fairfield  from 
Concord  (See  Second  Generation,  Joseph  1st),  had  large  pro¬ 
prietary  rights  in  Rye,  before  1700,  having  come  there  in  1679, 
two  years  after  his  brother  Joseph.  He  removed  to  North 
Castle,  where  he  died.  He  was  another  Purdy  who,  through  his 
descendants,  established  a  distinguished  line  in  Rye.  He  left 
three  sons:  Samuel,  Daniel,  and  Joseph. 

Third  Generation  (Continued) 

Samuel  Purdy,  son  of  Francis  II,  born  in  Rye,  1668,  married 
Penelope  Streing  at  an  early  age.  He  was  closely  associated 
with  the  church  work,  and  ever  gave  assistance  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  his  native  town,  where  he  continued  to  live. 

His  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  were:  (1)  Samuel, 
married mnneford  Griffin;  (2)  Henry,  married  Mary  Foster;  (3) 
Gabriel,  married  Elizabeth  Miller;  (4)  Josiah,  born  1690,  married 
Charity  Wetmore;  (5)  Caleb,  married  Hannah  Brown;  (6)  Charlotte, 
married  Samuel  Fowler;  (7)  Clara,  married  George  Merritt; 

(8)  Elizabeth,  married  Josiah  Fowler. 
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The  Spencer  Family  of  New  England 


?  .  Spencer  _ 


Gerard' 
b.  1576 


Spencer  _  Alice 


John1 
b.  1557 
at  Ed- 
worth 


Johan1 
b.  1564 


Michael1 
bp.  1566 


Jerard-  Spencer 
b.  Apr.  25,  1614 
Co.  Edworth 
at  Stotfold, 
d.  Hadden  Ct.,  1662 


Hannah 


Elizabeth11 

bp.  1602 


William- 

bp.  1601 


John11 

1604 


Samuel1  Spencer 
b.  1653 

d.  Aug.  7,  1705 

_  Hanna  Willey 
as  widow  of 
Peter  Blanch- 
ford 

d.  1681 

Hannah11 
m.  Daniel 
Brainard 

about  1665 

Alliee3 
m.  1662 
Thomas 
Brooks 
br.  d.  1668 

1 

Isaac4  Spencer  _ 

of  E.  Haddam  Ct. 
b.  Jan.  8,  1678 

_  Mary  Selden 
da.  of  Dea. 

Edw. 

m.  Oct.  2,  1707 

— 1 

Grace* 

1674 

1 

John4 

1676 

1 

Hanna4 

1680 
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Rev.  Dr.  Elihir'  Spencer  .. 
b.  Feb.  12,  1721 
at  E.  Haddam  Ct. 
d.  1784  at  Trenton,  N.J. 
A.B.  at  Yale  1746; 

A.M.  1749;  Ordained  at 
Boston  1740.  Installed  at 
Elizabethtown,  N.J., 

1750. 


Joanna  Eatton 
b.  1730 
d.  1791 
at  Trenton, 
New  Jersey 


Gen’l  Joseph5 
Spencer 

b.  Oct.  3,  1914  of 
the  Revolution¬ 
ary  Army, 
m.  Martha 
Brainerd 
d.  1789 


Margaret'1  Spencer _  Hon.  Jonathan 

b.  1759  Dickinson 

d.  1787  Sergeant 

m.  1775  b.  1746 

d.  1793 


Eliz.u 
Spencer 
b.  1761 
m.  George 
Marchant 
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Anna1 

1566 

Alice1 

1566 


Thomas1 
b.  1571 


Henry  - 
1605 


Thomas- 
b.  1607 


Thomas11 
m.  Eliz. 
Bates 

He  d. 
1699 


Elizabet  h  1 
in.  1667 
Joseph 
Stonard  of 
Haddam  Ct. 


"Undoubtedly  our  ancestor 
John  Spencer 
b.  Sept.  17,  1676 
m.  Elizabeth  ?.. 

and  had 


Hannah 

Eliz. 

John 
Peter 
Sarah 
Dorot  hy 
Ebenezer 


b.  Apr.  8,  1705 
b.  Mar.  15,  1707 
b.  Jan.  24,  1709 
(No  date) 
b.  Mar.  6,  1714 
b.  Feb.  14,  1716 
b.  Feb.  2,  1721 


Sarah0 
Spencer 
b.  1755 
d.  1780 
m.  Stephen 
Lowrey 


Valeria0 
Spencer 
b.  1763 
m.  Richard 
Fullerton 


Lydia0 
b.  1766 
d.  1858 
m.  Will 
Macfunn 
Biddle 
d.  1809 


John  Eaton'1 
Spencer 
b.  1767 
m.  Charlotte 
Wright 


Sarah7  Sergeant 
b.  1777? 
m.  Oct.  24,  1801 


Rev.  Samuel 
Miller,  D.D. 
L.L.D.  Princeton 
b.  1769 


Elihu  Spencer7 
Sergeant 
b.  1787 
d.  1854 


Eliz.  Fox 
Norris 
m.  1819 
d.  1873 


Authorities 

Nathl.  Goodwin’s  “New  England  Families” 

Saybrook’s  “Vital  Records”  “Spencer  Family  Record” 
Thompson’s  Dist.  of  Long  Island,  N.Y. 


Compliments  of  Spencer  Miller,  Sr. 
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This  is  the  bookmark  adopted  by  Dr.  Charles  D.  Spencer 


SPENC&R  GENEALOGY 

RECORD  FROM  NOTES  LOANED  TO  C.  D.  SPENCER 
 BY  MRS.  EDWARD  SQUIRE  (MARY  TWITCHELL) 

Description  of  Spencer  Arms,  Crest,  and  Motto  as  given  in  “Americana, " 
American  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  26,  Jan.-Dtcr^,  1932. 

It  is  reasonably  sure  that  William  Spencer  Gent,  baptized  at  Statfield, 
England,  Oct.  11,  1601,  was  one  of  four  brothers  who  came  to  America 
in  1632.  His  son  (2)  Samuel  Spencer  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  died  in  1716. 
His  son  (3)  Samuel  Spencer  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  born  :in  1668.  His  son 
(4)  Samuel  Spencer  of  Suffield,  born  April  26,  1733,  married  Hanna 
Snail er ,  died  Feb,  2,  1796,  Reaving  the  following  children:  Rachael 
Spencer,  Hanna  Spencer,  Marion  Spencer,  Hepseba  Spencer,  and  Samuel 
Spencer. 

John  Spencer,  baptized  Aug.  21,  1748,  is  supposed  to  be  our  Revolution¬ 
ary  ancestor. 

It  is  reasonably  sure  that  our  family  line  runs  back,  father  to  son, 
from  the  Spencers  of  Bedfordshire,  England,  and  East  Haddam,  Conn,  to 
the  9th  Century  in  Normandy,  France. 

Their  name  was  Tancarville,  and  the  early  members  were  also  called 
d*Abbetot.  They  were  hereditary  Chamberlains  or  Stewards  of  Normandy, 
and  being  ‘dispenciers*  of  the  funds  of  the  Kingdom  they  came  to  be 
called  Des  Spenders,  then  De Spenders,  D* Spenders,  and  then  Spencers. 
That  the  name  was  originally  Des  Spender  agrees  with  my  family  tradi¬ 
tion.  Arthur  Collins  gives  the  same  origin  of  the  name  in  a  book  on 
the  Spencer  and  Churchill  families,  printed  in  England,  1779. 

The  home  of  the  Tancarville * s  prior  to  the  invasion  of  England  by  the 
Normans  was  the  Castle  of  Tancarvilla,  situated  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  Seine,  thirty  miles  from  Hey  re  and  three  miles  from  Xll\^V>cnn? 
the  home  of  William  the  Conquerer,  where  it  is  said  the  invasion  of  * 
England  was  planned.  Ralph  de  Tancarville  was  the  guardian  of 
William  during  his  minority. 

The  Castle  of  Tancarville  in  1923  was  much  fallen  into  disuse,  but 
showed  its  former  magnificence.  In  a  book. .» Through  Normandy «  by 
Katherine  D.  McQuid,  published  at  36  Ludgate  Hill,  London,  it  says  the 
Castle  was  owned  later  by  the  Montmorency's  La  Roche  Gugon,  and  John 
Law  of  ‘Miss  Bubble*  fame  lived  there  as  owner  some  years.  It  was 
burned  by  Henry  V  in  1437.  The  walls  were  nine  feet  thick,  there  were 
torture  rooms,  dungeons,  and  a  tower  60  feet  high.  Standing  on  an 
elevation  WVc  &  400  feet  above  the  Seine  it  is  one  of  the  most 
lovely  ruins  on  that  stream  and  of  great  importance. 

It  was  Robert  Tancarville  who  was  hero  of  the  famous  duel  with  De  Har- 
court  in  the  presence  of  the  Kings  of  France,  England,  and  Navarre. 


V"0JA3H^S)  RSOT 

t  b  tv 1M  ,  It  cq-  a  .50  ;  )l  4W.&  lo  '1  9tl3'rt  lv  {  ) 

.*•  jiUW',  * ■*<  St  .  t"  .  *-,  •'  •  <  'i  .  i-  01  i  ji  «  ■ 

^nXi.  rw?  $  rtt  ru..  al  <*1 

? j  .  .oC  .,;ua  .  .  ■  /•;  »  >  'V  <9?h  ‘tb*t  i-  a-*;,.  v<  Ji;J  fit  1* 

tn  .jp  a  le  n  f  -  v  ■  r ?  'jmt?  ,  ;•£.  hr  • :  f  ?*avr  w»  -sr  'X  . r 

-V'.\£  , briAl^Gj  iJ  bstisiii  *e  ?  .  o  -at  -•  •IS'Uir'  J?i»  son*;;:  ad. 

.vt  0  T'jiT-1  p«  Hivx  *.,T  or*  *  to  ac.ori 

;-  !■  i'jn  -....!.  '•  .'■■  -T  3b  r':.  ;m,  ,;9W.  lc;  hst? 


Among  the  celebrated  persons  connected  with  Tancarville  at  various  tines 
were  Agnes  Sorrel, Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  who  spent  part  of  her  childhood 
there,  and  then  wrote  the  Duchess  of  Nemours  her  memoirs. 

The  Duchess  of  Cleveland  in  her  book  "The  Battle  Abbey  Roll,"  Vol  ITT 
writes  many  interesting  things  of  the  Tancarvilles.  It  is  recalled  * 
before  the  battle  of  Hastings  William  vowed,  if  victorious,  he  would 
uiid  a  church  to  the  Holy  Virgin  on  the  battle  ground.  He  did  this 
and  also  built  near  an  abbey  where  were  enrolled  the  names  of  all  who 
came  from  Normandy  with  him.  The  names  of  the  DeSpenciers  were  re- 
corded  on  this  famous  "Battle  Abbey  Roll"  and  on  all  lists  copied  from 
it,  of  which  there  were  many.  There  is  a  tablet  in  the  church  of 
Dirves  and  among  the  names  are  those-  of  William  and  Robert  Des  Spencier 
vouched  for  by  a  great  French  antigenarian,  each  name  identified  by 
some  deed  or  document.  Two  Des  Spenciers  aro  to  be  found  in  the  Dooms- 

who  hrl0^  WllfiKm  of,Kent»  and  R°bcrt,  Steward  to  William  the  Conquerer, 
Author^  baron*es  in  Leicester,  Warwick,  Worcester,  and  Lincoln. 

Author  Collins  says  in  his  book  on  page  341  that  Robert  held  35  jl  lors 
and  gives  a  list  of  them  and  also  of  the  important  charters  he  signed. 

Follows  the  list  of  ancestors  as  I  make  it  out  from  my  notes: 

At  the  invasion  of  England  Tancarville  belonged  to  - 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 


(8) 


Amenry  d» Abbe tot,  1068  A.D. 

Robert  d'Abbotot,  Steward  to  William  the  Conquerer. 

Wi  liam  Des  Spencier,  1100 

Thurston  Des  Spencier,  son  or  brother,  hereditary  Steward  to 
Henry  I. 

Almeric  Des  Spencier,  1189.  Married  Annabil  Chesnei.  . 

1216-1249  took  up  arms  against  King  John  who 
had  seized  Almeric ‘s  (5)  lands.  6 

Geoffexy  DesSpencier,  1251,  left  two  sons,  Hugh  who  became  Chief 
Justice  of  all  England  in  the  44  years  of  Henry  III,  and 

Geoffcrvj  from  these  two  brothers,  Hugh  and  Geoffrey,  descended 
two  lines  of  Des  Spenciers.  From  Hugh  the  Earls  of  Winchester  and 
G. ancestor.  From  Geoffery  descended  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  Earl 
wnt,ncer  of  Althorp,  and  the  Spencers  of  Bedfordshire,  England,  and 
Connecticut.  Geoffery  (8)  left  a  son  ’ 

?-®ft  a  SOn  Sir  John  1)03  Spencier,  who  was  knighted 
in  1256  and  held  estates  in  Leiscestershire.  He  had  two  sons, 
(Collins,  p  349)  by  second  wife  Anne.  His  heir  was 

(10)  William  of  Belton  and  Bedford  1306  A.D. 

(H)  John  le  Des  Spencier  was  on  the  bodyguard  of  John  of  Gaunt,  keeper 

of  the  wardrobe  and  body  esquire  to  Henry  V  and  at  the  seige  of 
Koan.  ° 

(12)  Nicholas  married  Joan  Pollard  of  Kent  (Collins,  p.  350). 

(13)  Thomas  Des  Spencier  -  1435.  Was  the  father  of  Henry  Badby  of 

Northampton;  about  this  time  the  prefix  "Des"  was  omitted  and  the 
name  became  Spencer  or  Spencier.  His  son 


(9) 
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(14)  Henry,  of  Northampton,  1476,  m.  Isobil  Lincoln.  4  song.  The 
heir  was 

(15)  Thomas  of  Eaton  Secor.  John,  the  eldest,  was  ancestor  to 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  On  the  will  of  Thomas  (15)  appears 
the  coat  of  arms  on  the  shield.  From  Thomas  (15)  is  supposed 
to  have  sprung  the  Spencers  of  Bedfordshire,  England,  and 
Connecticut,  according  to  Rev.  John  Holding,  M.A .  Vicor  of 
Stotfield  or  Stotfold,  Bedfordshire,  England,  (p.  50). 

Vicar  Holding's  research  shows  the  Spencers  migrated  to 
America  in  1632. 

(16)  Robert  of  St.  Albans.  The  Bedfordshire  end  Horthampton 
Spencers  are  allied  but  th*-  .'Dint  of  juncture  is  not  known. 

They  are  the  S£jne  coat  of  arms  and  crest  with  this  difference  i 
there  are  three  shells  on  the  Northampton  and  three  fleur-de- 
lis  on  the  Bedfordshire  shield. 

(17)  John  of  South  Wylls,  d.  1490. 

(13)  John  of  St.  Albans,  Kempton,  and  Edworth,  Mr.  Holding  argues  was 
the  eighteenth  descendant  from  Robert  the  Chamberlain  of  King 
William  the  Conquerer,  lived  at  St.  Albans,  EngV  nd,  and  who 
later  moved  to  Kempton  and  Edworth  Bedfordshire  and  is  the 
ancestor  of  the  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  Spencers. 

(19)  Michael  of  Stotfield,  1576  (Stotfield  is  a  few  miles  from 
Edworth.) 

(20)  Gerard  of  Stotfield,  1576,  Wife  Alice,  children  were: 

William,  baptized  1601,  ^Thomas,  baptized  1607,  Michael, 
baptized  1611,,  Gerard,  baptized  1614,  Elizabeth,  baptized 
1602,  ^Rachel,  baptized  1607.  #Must  have  \  eon  twins. 


William,  Michael,  Thomas,  Gerard,  and  John  migrated  to  New  England 
in  1632.  Mr.  Holding  thinks  it  was  not  religious  persecutions  but 
heavy  taxes  on  land  and  a  dark  political  outlook  that  caused  this 
migration.  Gerard,  -  possibly  named  for  Gerard  of  Toncarville,  France, 
Wi-lliam,  Thomas,  and  Michael  settled  in  Cambridge,  Mass.  (1632). 

John  came  two  years  later  and  settled  in  Ipswich. 

Our  ancestral  line  comes  down 

(21)  through  William  Gent,  baptized  at  Stotfield,  England,  Oct.  11, 

1601.  One  of  the  four  brothers.  He  was  the  founder  of  the 
Ancient  arid  Honorable  Artillery  of  Boston.  His  son 

(22)  Samuel  of  Hartford,  d.  1716.  His  son 

(23)  Samuel  of  Hartford  and  Colechester,  born  1668.  His  son 

(24)  Samuel  Spencer  of  Suf field,  born  April  26,  1735,  married 

Harriet  Shailer,  died  Feb.  2,  1796,  leaving  children: 

Rachel,  Hanna,  Marian,  Hepsiba,  Samuel, 

(25)  John,  baptized  Aug.  21,  1748.  Family  traditions  declare  our 
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ancestor  John  Spencer,  (my  great-grandfather)  was  granted  a  claim  for 
a  tract  of  land  on  the  Susquehanna  river  in  Pennsylvania  for  services 
rendered  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  We  have  no  knowledge  of  how  he  ac¬ 
quired  the  land.  It  is  said  he  was  attacked  by  Indians  and  escaped 
only  with  his  life,  losing  all  accouterments,  papers,  even  clothing, 
and  in  consequence  had  no  documentary  proof,  Traditions  by  word  of 
mouth  and  unverified  say  -  "John  and  Thomas  Spencer  came  from  England 
in  1770  and  settled  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York." 

In  February,  1936,  the  National  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  established  a  "Genealogical  Extension  Service"  for 
the  benefit  of  those  seeking  information.  In  the  March,  1937,  copy  of 
the  D.  A.  R.  Magazine,  will  be  found  an  article  with  scale  of  fees; 
and  letters  should  be  addressed  to  Mrs.  Lue  p.  Spencer, "Reference 
Consultant  in  Genealogy, "Memorial  Continental  Hall,  Vfoshington,  D.  C. 
^rs.  Spencer  will  answer  one  inquiry  or  many. 
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The  above  is  a  photo-engraved  copy  of  the  crumbling  old  Spencer  Coat-of- 
Arms  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Tom  C.  Brown,  of  East  Greenwich,  R.I., 
and  said  to  have  belonged  to  the  first  John  Spencer,  of  Rhode  Island 
Colony,  who  was  the  first  named  of  forty  persons  who  received  a  grant 
of  5,000  acres  of  land  in  that  place  about  1678,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  and  prominent. 
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(The  Coffin  genealogy  notes  made  by  Ella  Coffin,  Box  67,  Nunda,  N.  Y. ) 


Coffyns  in  Normandy 

Within  two  leagues  of  Fallaise,  the  birthplace  of  William  the  Con- 
querer,  stands  the  old  chateau  of  Courtiton,  once  the  home  of  the 
Norman  Coffyns.  The  present  owner,  Mons,  Le  Clerc,  is  the  gA&idson 
of  the  last  Mins  Coffin.  She  married  in  1796  and  now  the  name  of 
Le  Clerc  succeeds. 

Coffyns  in  England 

The  name  Coffyn  occurs  in  Prince's  "Worthies  of  Devon,"  written 
about  1690.  The  name  is  in  the  Domesday  Book.  The  family  owned 
several  "hides  of  land,"  a  hide  being  enough  to  support  one  family. 

Sir  Richard  Coffyn  was  the  first  of  the  mame  in  England.  He  came 
from  Normandy  with  William  the  Conquerer.  When  the  Anglo-Saxons, 
were  subdued  Richard  received  as  a  reward  the  manor  of  Almington, 
County  of  Devon. 

Portledge  in  the  parish  of  Almington,  county  of  Devon ;  four  miles 
from  Bid^.^^  has  been  owned  by  the  Coffins  since  the  time  of  the 
Domesday  Book.  In  one  of  the  deeds,  dated  1220,  the  name  is  spelled 
Cophyn.  One  dated  1254  gives  the  name  Coffyn. 

William  Cdffyn  of  Portledge  was  greatly  honored  ty  Henry  VIII.  He 
was  master  of  horse  at  the  coronation  of  Anne  Boleyn.  William  re¬ 
ceived  his  knighthood  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII. 

Portledge  is  now  owed  by  John  Richard  Pine-Coffin,  who  has  ten  chil¬ 
dren.  The  pictures  in  the  ancestral  hall  are  of  people  with  fine 
faces  and  blue  eyes. 

Around  Almington  church  lie  the  graves  of  many  of  our  name.  Their 
names  are  in  the  parish  register  in  the  church.  The  key  to  the 
church  Is  of  iron,  one  foot  long. 

The  region  around  Portledge  is  described  in  Charles  Kingsley's  "West¬ 
ward  Ho."  The  family  of  Coffin  is  thoroughly  interwoven  with  the 
ancient  history  of  Devon.  They  were  "gentle  folk"  of  North  Devon. 

Forty  miles  away  from  Portledge  is  Brixton,  Devonshire,  home  of 
Nicholas  Coffyn,  our  ancestor.  He  was  born  about  1550  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  VI.,  His  wife  was  Joan  (?).  His  children  were  Peter, 
Nicholas,  Tristram,  John,  and  Anne. 

Nicholas,  Tristram,  and  Anne  are  unaccounted  for.  John  had  no  chil¬ 
dren  and  willed  his  property  to  Peter's  daughter. 

Peter  was  born  about  1580  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  married 
Joan  Thember  or  Thumber.  He  owned  a  tenement  in  Butler's  Parish 
called  Gilferhay.  (Shows  he  was  well-to-do).  He  died  about  1628.  His 
children  were  Tristram,  born  Xc05;  John,  killed  in  Plymouth  fort; 
Eunice,  and  Mary,  who  came  to  America  with  Tristram;  Joan  and  Deborah 
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who  married  and  stayed  in  England  and  are  unaccounted  for.  After  i 

arriving  in  America  Eunice  married  William  Butler  and  Mary  married 
Alexander  Adams. 

Tristram  Coffyn 

Tristram  Coffyn,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America,  was  born  in 
Brixton,  a  village  about  five  miles  from  Plymouth,  in  1605 .  He 
married  Dionis  Stevens,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Stevens  of  Brixton, 
about  1630.  He  was  of  the  landed  gentry,  and  it  is  probable  he  sup¬ 
ported  Charles  I  in  his  contest  with  the  Presbyterians  who  con¬ 
trolled  Parliament  in  the  early  part  of  1642.  He  was  a  Cavalier. 

In  I642  he  came  to  America  leaving  his  comfortable  estates,  the  one 
in  Brixton  confiscated  and  given  to  the  son  of  Charles  I.  The  estates  in 
Dorsetshire  were  sequestered  by  Charles  I  (Dorsetshire  was  loyal 
to  the  king).  Tristram's  wife,  his  five  children,  his  mother  (agea 
53),  and  his  two  unmarried  sisters  came  with  him.  Perhaps  his  wife  s 
mother  and  sisters  came  too.  They  came  over  in  the  ship  with  Robert 
Clement . 

Coffins  in  America 


Arriving  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  Tristram  soiled  up  the  Merrimac 
River  and  settled  in  Salisbury,  Mass.  Later  he  lived  in  Haverhill, 
near  Robert  Clement.  In  1644  he  is  keeping  a  tavern  and  a  ferry  be¬ 
tween  Salisbury  and  Newbury.  (Newbury  side). 

In  1654-1655,  while  living  at  Salisbury,  he  organized  the  company  for 
the  purchase  and  settlement  of  Nantucket.  He  took  Peter  Folger,  grand¬ 
father  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  with  him  as  interpreter  to  the  Indians 
of  Nantucket.  The  island  was  bought  from  Thomas  Mayhew  for  thirty 
pounds  and  two  beaver  hats. 

The  emigration  to  Nantucket  was  in  the  interest  of  improved  homes. 
Tristram  was  the  first  chief  magistrate  of  Nantucket. 

Tristram  and  his  sons  owned  one-fourth  of  the  island  of  Nantucket, 
and  the  whole  of  the  island  of  Tuckernuck. 

In  1675,  Matthew  Mayhew,  Peter  Falger,  John  Gardner,  and  Tristram 
Coffyn  appeared  before  Governor  Andros  in  New  York  in  a  contested 
matter  relating  to  the  courts  of  Nantucket  and  Martha's  Vineyard. 
Nantucket  was  then  a  dependency  of  the  Province  of  Now  York.  It 
was  annexed  to  Massachusetts  in  1692.  Tristram's  autographed 
letters  to  Governor  Andros  are  still  preserved  in  Albany,  very  neatly 
penned.  He  always  signed  his  name  Coffyn.  His  son  Tristram,  Jr. 
used  our  spelling — Coffin. 

Tristram  employed  large  numbers  of  the  Indians,  and  built  improved 
wigwams  for  them  upon  his  land. 

Joan  Coffyn,  mother  of  Tristram,  did  not  move  to  Nantucket.  She 
died  in  Boston  at  the  age  of  77. 


1 


. 


rJ  >-•>  .  .’xv  ici  ?  jj-  .  j  x-  <  •  f  3  :  tsi(  .'-'1 

■■  3 i-jV  r-  3  xH  .  v/t'ioD  uftiMi  ain  :>fc  ig.,3  S'xvrL  -sK  .b,n->q 


.xttfij  ail;  i  m'.i'iJ  ic/l  aj&i  ’•» '  • ■' 


-<ft  ,3#'  ■■  ■■  V,  o3  i  ■  i  so  bib  >  £j  .  n  ■■■  ■  ,*  ,  lap  ...  -;l 


-  ’-Ci'n-ft. 


Benjamin  Franklin  Folger  speaking  of  Tristram's  relations  to  the  In- 
dians  "The  Christrian  character  which  he  exhibited  is  analogous 

to  that  which  subsequently  distinguished  the  founder  of  Pennsylvania." 


Tristram's  children  were  nine.  Seven  lived  to  grow  up. 

1.  Hon.  Peter,  born  in  England,  1631.  Married  Abigail  Starbuck  of 
Dover,  N.  H.  He  was  one  of  the  original  purchasers  of  Nantucket 
and  the  wealthiest.  The  lumber  for  his  son  Jethro 1 s  hou‘ e  row 
the  oldest  in  Nantucket,  was  the  product  of  one  of  his  mills! 

He  was  a  Lieutenant  in  1675  on  service  in  King  Philip's  war. 

2.  Tristram,  Jr.,  born  in  England  in  1632.  Married  Judith  Somerby, 
widow  of  Henry  and  daughter  of  Edmund  Greenleaf.  They  lived 

in  the  Coffin  mansion  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  built  in  1649  and  still 
owned  by  desdendants,  Anna  L.  Coffin's  nieces.  Tristram  and 
Judith  v/ere  buried  in  the  graveyard  in  Newbury.lt  is  recorded 
on  Judith's  monument  .that  she  and  Tristram  had  177  descendants 
when  she  died  in  1705.  Tristram,  Jr.,  was  a  merchant  tailor. 

He  was  one  of  the  original  purchasers  of  Nantucket,  but  never 
lived  there . 


3.  Elizabeth,  bom  in  England  1634  or  1635.  Married  Captain  Stephen 
Greenleaf.  Her  son  Stephen  was  Tristram's  first  grandchild. 

4.  Hon.  James,  born  in  England  1640.  Married  Mary  Severance. 

Lived  in  Dover,  N.  H. ,  and  in  Nantucket.  His  descendants  were 
loyal  to  Great  Britain  in  the  Revolution. 

Gen. . Joan  Coffin  and  his  brother  Sir  Isaac^rendered  valiant 
service  against  the  Colonies.  Gen.  John  was  a  British  Major 

at  Butaw  opposing  Gen.  Greene.  He  was  on  the  British  side 
in  the  War  of  1812.  y 


Sir  Isaao  was  made  an  English  Baronet.  Coffin's  Bay,  near 

Australia,  is  named  for  him.  He  founded  the  Coffin  School 
of  Nantucket. 


Lucretia  ,’io.tt »s  father  was  the  seventeenth  child  of  Benjamin 
Coffin,  son  of  Hon.  James.  Elizabeth  married  Jonathan  Bunker. 

5.  John,  bom  in  England,  died  in  Haverhill  1642. 

6.  Deborah,  born  in  Haverhill  1642  died  in  infancy. 

7.  Mary,  bom  in  Haverhill  1645.  Married  Nathaniel  Starbuck. 
"Little  of  moment  was  done  without  her."  She  became  leader 
and  preacher  of  Quakers  at  the  age  of  56.  Her  remarks  be¬ 
gan  with,  "My  husband  thinks." 


8.  Lieut.  John,  born  in  Haverhill  1647.  Married  Deborah  Austin. 
From  him  the  Martha's  Vineyard  Coffins  are  descended.  His  son 
Tristram  married  Mary  Banker,  daughter  of  William  Bunker. 


Stephen,  bom  at  Newbury,  Mass.  1652.  Married  Mary  Bunker, 
daughter  of  George  Bunker  and  his  wife  Jane  Godfrey,  both  des- 

estates?  Fren°h  HugUenot3’  ^istian,  Sr.,  gave  Stephen  his 
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Jonathan  Purdy 

b.  Poughkeepsie,  Duchess  Co.,  4/6/1820 
d.  Jasper,  1/29/1877  (Chart  A) 
Harriet  A.  Cummins 
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William  S.  Purdv,  youngest  child  of  “Capt.”  William  Purdv  and  Betsev  Spencer 
b.  3/16/1850  d.  8/12/1912  (See  Chart  A) 
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Asa  Spencer 

b.  1780  d.  1860  (See  Chart  G) 
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CHART  K 


Jackson  Purdy's  children 

Real 

Eve 

Daniel 

Charlie 

Netty 

Mary 

William  H. 


2033525 

NOTE: 

With  gratefulness  I  acknowledge  very  helpful  cooperation  by 
Dr.  Cassie  Rose  Spencer  (Mrs.  Grattan  Payne)  of  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
and  by  Mrs.  John  J,  Crane,  of  Hornell,  N.  Y«,  making  accurate 
and  complete  the  Jonathan  Purdy  (CHART  C)  family. 
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The  following  was  copied  from  the  Steuben  County  Historical 
_ Gazetteer  by  Alfa  Purdy  Cook _ 


"Ebenozer  Spencer,  bom  in  Connecticut.  Resided  in  Scipio, 

Cayuga  County.  Moved  on  Benjamin  Hulse  farm  Steuben  County, 

March,  1808 /  Purchased  420  acres  of  well-timbered  land  at  : 
fourteen  shillings  an  acre  and  84  acres  of  partly  denied 
land  at  20  shillings  an  acre.  .  For  the  times,  he  was  a  man 
of  considerable  wealth,  having  $800  in  money,  a  horse,  and 
eight  he; id  of  cattle.  The  only  board  he  had  in  his  house  he 
brought  on  horseback  from  Painted  Post  to  use  for  a  door. 

He  was  a  trapper  of  wolves,  the  state  and  county  each  paying 
$30  a  head.  The  last  wolves  were  killed  in  1835* 

William  Purdy,  born  1812  ) 

Betsey  Spencer,  born  .1809)  Married  1841,  Scipio 

William  Purdy  came  from  Dutchess  County  in  1829  and  pur¬ 
chased  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  son,  William  S.  His  wife 
was  Betsy,  daughter  of  Ebenez  -r  Spencer.  He  subsequently 
moved  to  the  Spencer  farm,  now  owned  by  B.  Hulse.  Their 
children  were  Andrew,  Louisa,  Mary  Ann,  Caroline,  and  William.  n 


(To  Alfa  Purdy  Cook  from  Alfred  Spencer,  dated  Dec.  2,  1942) 

"Our  common  ancestor,  Ebenez or  Spencer,  is  buried  in  an  early 
settler  cemetery  in  the  corner  of  the  farm  where  I  was  born 
and  adjoining  the  farm  where  Captain  William  Purdy  lived,  the 
latter  place  having  contained  to  tho  time  of  my  own  memory  the 
cabin  where  Ebenezer  Spencer  first  settled,  north  of  what  is 
now  Jasper  Village.  He  moved  in  1808  from  Scipio.  The 
tombstone  states  that  our  ancestor  was  bom  in  1774.  We  have 
unanimous  accounts  from  all  the  early  relatives  that  he  came 
from  Connecticut. 

The  connecting  probability  with  Connecticut  is  the  family  name  of 
Ebenezer,  this  name  recurring  in  two  branches  of  the  family, 
that  of  Hartford  and  that  of  East  Harden. 

The  New  England  Spencers  are  chiefly  descendants  from  three 
four  brothers  who  came  to  Cambridge  from  Bedfordshire,  England, 
in  1632.  'William  Spencer  remained  in  Massachusetts,  being 
the  founder  of  the  Ancient  and  Honourable  Artillery  Company  of 
Boston,  oldest  military  company  of  America.  Thomas  Spencer, 
whom  I  believe  to  have  been  our  ancestor,  came  from  Massachu¬ 
setts  to  Hartford,  Conn,  with  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  in 
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1636  was  one  of  the  recognized  founders  of  Hartford  and  one  of 
the  authors  of  the  famous  Fundamental  Orders  for  government  of 
the  Connecticut  Colony  in  the  year  1639.  His  brother  Jared 
was  a  founder  of  East  Hadden,  Conn.,  and  a  Captain  in  King 
Phillip's  War. 

The  descendants  of  Thomas  and  Jared  Spencer  are  numerous  and 
include  many  famous  branches.  John  Canfield  Spencer  wa3 
Secretary  of  War  and  later  of  the  Treasury  under  John  Tyler. 

Junious  Spencer  Morgan,  grandfather  of  the  present  J.  P.  Morgan, 
was  of  the  Jared  Spencer  line,  his  mother  having  been  Polly 
Spencer  of  East  Hadden,  Conn. 

The  Bedfordshire  Spencers  claim  Robert  do  le  Spencer,  steward 
of  William  the  Conquerer,  and  recorded  in  the  Domesday  Book, 
as  ancestor.  They  were  one  of  the  well-known  old  families 
of  England  from  that  time. 

I  have  searched  many  genealogical  records  v/ithout  establishing 
for  certain  the  birthplace  or  parents  of  our  great-grandfather. 

I  still  believe  this  could  be  done, 

(signed)  Alfred  Spencer 

Savona,  New  York. 
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NOTES  OF  THE  EARLY  HISTORY  OF  JASPER 


Robert  V.  Spencer  of  Newtonville,  Mass.,  formerly  of  ***** ’  1 lddS 
interesting  facts.  He  tells  of  a  number  ol  early  settlei s  of 
Jasper" when  the  wolves  howled  at  night  and  carried  off  any  s  ray 

calf  or  sheep  that  was  out. 


The  following  interesting  letter  has  been  received  from  Prof. 
Robert  vT Spencer  of  Newtonville,  Mass.,  who  is  well  known  as 
a  former  Jasper  man.  He  is  now  secretary  of  the  Massachusetts 

Tuberculosis  League: 


’•Newtonville 


Mass . ,  Sept  •  4->  1922 


Editor  Camisteo  Times: 

Notes  on  the  Early  History  of  Jasper 
by  Robert  V.  Spencer. 

The  article  on  the  'Early  History  of  Jasper,’  published  m  the 
August  16  issue  of  The  Times,  was  of  keen  interest  to  me  ana  X  f  xl 
sure  it  was  to  all  whose  ancestors  were  among  those  who  struck  o 
through  the  trackless  forest  in  the  early  nineteenth  century  an 
vrrp^tled  the  fertile  land  of  that  township  from  the  then  literally 
•howling  wilderness.''  Believing  that  much  interesting  mat®r^1  ™ay 
still  be  added  if  those  who  know  anything  further  will  send  it  ^ 
be  pushed.  I  am  writing  to  slightly  correct  what  was  sard  about 
my  great  grandfather,  Ebenezer  Spencer,  and  to  add  a  few  notes 
which  may  be  of  interest  to  others.  I  wish  to  say  that  la 
debted  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Taft  nee  Spencer,  for  the  correction  of  my  data. 

Mrs!  Taft  is  a  granddaughter  of  Ebenezer  Spencer  and  knows  as  much 
about  the  early  histoiy  of  Jasper  as  anyone  with  whom  I  have  talked. 

Ebenezer  Spencer  was  bora  Yiear  New  Caanan,  Connecticut,  and  moved  his 
widowed  mother  and  children  to  Cayuga  County  in  the  latter  half  ot 
the  eighteenth  century.  After  having  helped  raise  his  younger  bro  1 
ers  and  sisters  to  maturity  he  married  and  settled  in  Seipao,  fro 
whence  he  moved  to  Jasper  in  the  early  spring  of  1808.  He  brought 
his  ?Lily  in  a  one  hoTw  cart,  cutting  his  way  where  necessary  and 
driving  his  oxen  and  some  stock.  He  had  visited  his  new  p!<r  ■  <• 
previous  fall  and  had  made  a  clearing  and  sowed  it  to  wheat.  His 
neighbors  some  of  whom  must  have  come  up  from  Canisteo  lor  the 
occasion!  had^ade  a  bee  and  helped  him  to  erect  a  log  house  and  barn. 

The  farm  was  the  land  now  owned  by  George  Zeh  on  the  Canisteo  road  and 
the  clearing  was  the  field  just  across  the  creek  to  the  right  of  a  line 
directly  below  the  barn.  His  barn  was  still  standing  when  I  was  a  y, 
on  the  flat  below  the  present  farm  buildings. 

When  the  family  arrived  that  tJod  door  had  blown  open  and  they  were 
Sfcd  to  stert  a  fire  in  the  fireplace  and  heat  water  and  thaw  out 
the  ice  before  they  could  get  the  door  shut.  The  wolves  howled  at 
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night  and  woe  to  any  stray  calf  or  sheep  left  outside  the  fold  at 
night,  and  many  a  night  they  were  obliged  to  frighten  a  pack  of  wol¬ 
ves  away  during  the  night,  so  bold  and  fierce  would  they  become  trying 
to  get  at  the  stock. 

The  settlers  went  to  Cunisteo  to  mill  over  the  rough  wood  roads.  One 
time  there  were  several  grists  ahead  to  be  ground,  so  my  great-grand¬ 
father  eot  started  home  late.  On  the  way  home  the  wolves  got  after  him 
so  that  be  was  obliged  to  walk  the  last  three  miles  of  the  journey  be¬ 
tween  his  oxen  as  the  wolves  would  not  attack  the  cattle  so  readily  as 
a  man  riding  alone  on  a  sleigh.  When  the  settlers  did  not  have  time  to 
go  to  mill  they  pounded  their  gruin  in  mortars.  Sfly  great-grandfather's 
stone  mortar  was  given  to  me  by  Edwin  E.  Stone  from  his  father's  his¬ 
torical  collection.  Prentice  Stone,  the  father,  once  showed  me  the 
whiff letree  which  drew  by  great-grandfather's  cart  to  Jasper. 

Ebenezer  Spencer  had  a  warm  heart  and  used  to  delight  the  children  of 
the  settlement  with  wondrous  apples  which  they  were  allowed  to  pick 
from  the  pockets  of  his  great  coat  before  apples  were  common  in  the 
new  country.  He  may  have  been  a  great  hunter,  but  'Uncle  Bobby* 

Sharpe  was  the  Daniel  Boone  of  that  early  country.  He  and  his  great 
dog  Turk  used  to  hunt  bear  with  no  other  weapon  than  a  long  dirk  knife. 
Uncle  Bobby  used  to  say  'Sic  'em  Turk,'  and  when  the  dog  was  tack¬ 
ling  the  animal  he  would  stick  him  with  his  knife.  He  used  to  live 
on  the  great  hill  back  of  George  Zeh's  farm. 

Just  a  word  in  regard  to  my  great-grandfather,  Andrew  Simpson,  who 
was  mentioned  as  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Town  of  Jasper. 

He  moved  from  Scipio  in  1810  and  built  his  log  house  at  Jasper, 
directly  across  the  street  from  where  the  Jasper  creamery  was  operated 
the  last  time  I  was  there.  A  tribe  of  Indians  lived  across  the  creek 
at  th.it  time.  Andrew  Simpson  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  fought 
in  the  battle  of  Bennington  when  a  lad  of  sixteen.  He  was  a  Master 
Mason  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors,  although  I  do  not  know  by 
what  lodge.  His  father  was  a  Scotchman  from  the  Simpson  clan. 

I  hope  that  others  will  tell  us  what  they  know  of  those  early  days 
when  this  country  was  still  in  the  making,  so  that  we  may  not  forget 
these  early  pioneers. 


Yours  truly 


Robert  V.  Spencer" 
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(From  Book  One,  Pioneers  of  Jasper,  written  in  longhand 
by  A.  Z.  Pierce,  dated  1894). 

An  early  pioneer  of  Jasper,  Ebenezer  Jeremiah  Spencer  was 
born  in  Connecticut  in  1793.  His  mother  was  a  relative  of  James  Bird, 
V7ho  fought  on  Lake  Erie  and  was  killed  in  that  famous  engagement. 

Eben  was  the  oldest  son  of  ten  children.  He  moved  from  Connecticut 
to  Granville,  N.  ¥. ,  where  he  bought  land.  Here  his  father  died  the 
same  season.  The  care  of  the  family  then  fell  on  Eben.  Eben 
married  Betsy,  daughter  of  Justin  Allen,  in  1799.  His  wife  died  in 
1802.  Children,  Fidelia  and  Caton.  His  second  wife  was  Betsey 
Robinson  of  Scotch  descent.  Ebenezer  Spencer  had  been  able  to  can¬ 
cel  all  his  mother's  debts,  and  having  a  little  ready  cash  started 
in  1807  for  Jasper  by  way  of  Bath,  Cameron,  and  Canisteo,  where  he  came 
in  contact  with  the  Stephens  family.  Their  grandfathers  having  come 
from  the  same  place  their  families  were  on  the  best  of  terms  and 
their  friendship  was  lasting.  In  the  spring  of  1808,  he  arrt  his 
family,  consisting  of  himself,  five  children  and  his  wife  and  mother- 
in-law,  went  on  to  Jasper.  Spencer  did  not  suppose  that  there  were 
any  white  people  near  but  one  day  heard  a  cow  bell  and  followed  it 
until  he  came  to  Nicholas  Brotzman's,  who  had  moved  in  the  year 
previous.  Mr.  Ba?otzman  informed  him  that  there  were  two  other 

families  living  at  the  Five  Corners,  Woolever  and  Gillespie. _ i 

Mrs.  Spencer  was  a  woman  of  rare  ability - was  closely  allied  to 

some  aristocrats  of  Great  Britain.  —  ;She  was  the  first  cheesomaker 
of  Jasper.  -  'Indians  came  to  these  licks  for  deer  and  were  sure  to 
call  at  Spencers  to  grind  their  tomahawks. 
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Among  the  Indiana  who  came  were  two  of  a  white  woman's  sons, 

John  and  Jesse  Jamison  of  Genesee  Flats. -  On  one  occasion  Jesse 

Jamison  bought  tv/o  bushels  of  corn  of  Ebenezer  Spencer. - Grand¬ 

mother  Robinson  died  in  1826. 

Asa,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Thankful  Spencer,  was  born  in  Litch¬ 
field  County,  Connecticut,  February  18,  1780,  and  was  married  to 
Bathsheba,  daughter  of  Judge  Philips  E.  Sennett,  Cayuga  County. 


(Copied  from  Steuben  County  History 
by  Alfa  Purdy  Cook) 

Jasper 

"Daniel  Purdy  came  from  Dutchess  C  ‘nnty,  1 .  f.,  settled  near  the  Allen 
Drake  farm  in  this  town  in  1834*  He  married  Letitia  Hillaker.  The 
children  born  to  thorn  were  Betsey,  Rachel,  Mary  A.,  Annice,  James, 
(William),  Jackson,  Jonathan,  Eunice,  Jane,  and  Daniel.  The  latter 
married  Amanda,  daughter  of  Peleg  Stephens.  Children,  Stella,  Alice, 
Alfy,  and  Ida  deceased.  Alice  married  George  Bailey  of  Canisteo. 

They  have  one  child,  James  Purdy,  born  December  2,  1889. 
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(Copy  of  clippings  sent  by  A.  F.  Brown  of  Westfield,  Pa.). 


MARY  COFFIN  DEAD 

Mary  A.  Purdy,  wife  of  Peleg  H.  Coffin,  died  at  Brookfield,  Pa., 
October  23,  1909.  She  was  born  December  9,  1845,  in  Jasper,  N.  Y., 
and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Peleg  H.  Coffin  September  3,  1871. 

One  child  was  born  to  them,  Mrs.  Rose  3 •  Brown,  also  of  Brookfield, 
Pa. 


PELEG  COFFIN 

Mr.  Peleg  Coffin,  son  of  John  R.  and  Hannah  J,  Coffin,  was  born  in 
Brookfield  January  21,  1847,  and  died  on  the  old  homestead  January  26, 
1914,  being  67  years  and  five  days  old.  On  September  3,  1871,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  A.  Purdy,  of  Jasper,  N.  Y.  To  them 
was  born  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Rose  B.  Brown,  who  survives  the  death 
of  her  parents,  Mrs.  Coffin  having  died  October  23,  1909. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Coffin  made  his  home  with  his 
daughter  who,  with  her  husband,  Mr.  Fred  Brown,  came  to  live  on  the 
Coffin  homestead  which  was  Peleg  Coffin’s  home  during  his  entire  life, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  years  spent  at  Jasper,  N.  Y.,  during  his 
early  married  life.  Mr.  Coffin  is  also  survived  by  one  brother, 

D.  W.  Coffin  of  Northf&lk,  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Purdy  of  Hornell 
N.  Y. 

The  deceased  was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Brookfield,  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  respect  and  friendship  of  all.  He  was  a  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  always  devoted  to  good  works  and  the  aid  of  mankind.  He  was 
choir  leader  for  years  and  frequently  conducted  singing  school,  in 
which  the  melodious  hymns  in  praise  of  God  were  taught.  He  was  of 
kindly  disposition,  charitable  and  thoughtful  of  others;  a  fine 
example  of  the  country  gentleman.  By  his  industry  and  frugal  living 
he  attained  a  competence  and  will  always  be  remembered  as  a  modest, 
God-fearing  man.. 
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A  tin  wedding  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peleg 
Coffin  in  Brookf »  c.lc! _  at  which  time  Mrs.  Mary  Purdy  recited 
the  following  original  pooo: 


nWhile  the  Autumn  flcvvcrs  are  fragrance  shedding, 
V\le  celebrate  this  grand  'tin  wedding. 

The  marriage  rites  and  vows  were  done 
On  September  third  in  seventy-one. 


They  keep  a  dairy,  so  bring  on  your  pans, 

A  cheese  factory  too,  so  bring  on  your  cans, 
Dippers,  coffee  pots,  flour  sieves,  and  such, 

Of  pie  >ins  and  bread  tins  they  never  had  much. 


There  is  nothing  you  ever  saw  made  of  tin*, 
That  will  not  do,  though  it's  ever  so  thin. 
Basins,  wash  dishes,  cups,  a  whole  set, 

Such  a  lot  of  tinware  we'll  never  forget. 


Some  thought  it  strange  that  this  lady  of  wealth 
Should  arrange  for  a  'Coffin*  when  in  good  health. 
She  was  sorry  that  he  should  be  haunted  forever, 
Alone,  with  that  name,  when  he  was  so  clever. 


'Tis  not  go  alarming,  some  people  say 

To  be  tied  to  a  'Coffin'  that  can  sing  and  play. 

Then  she  knew  he  was  lonely  and  wanted  to  wed, 

She  accepted  at  last,  though  his  whiskers  wore  red. 

Such  good  reports  repeated  tell  us 
That  these  have  not  grown  sad  or  jealous; 

They  neither  think  it  best  to  roam, 

But  find  it  best  to  stay  at  home. 
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At  home,  sweet  home ,  we're  glad  we're  here 
To  ro-marry  end  give  them  good  cheer. 

Their  covenant  vows  they  ought  to  renew 
Every  five  or  ten  years,  and  oftener,  too. 


Now  this  husband  he  thinks  he's  got  the  best  wife 
And  wishes  no  change,  though  he  lives  u  long  life: 
She's  the  best  in  the  world  to  work  and  to  scold 
But  to  him  she  never  gets  ugly  or  old. 


Ten  years,  just  think,  since  they  were  wed! 
Ten  years,  alas,  haw  soon  'tio  sped. 

Ten  years  of  love,  hope  and  fear 
Ten  years  they've  lived  together  here. 


This  family  circle. is  still  unbroken, 
No  sweeter  word  has  ever  been  spoken; 
Just  one  sweet  Rose  to  them  is  given 
To  virtue  guard  and  train  for  heaven. 


We  congratulate  again  today, 

And  forever  happiness  fondly  pray. 
We  cannot  tell  how  happy  we've  been 
To  celebrate-  your  wedding  with  tin. 


But  best  of  all,  is  the  happy  greeting 
Of  neighbors  and  friends  at  this  social  meeting. 
The  gift  of  true  friendship  is  better  than  gold, 
For  it  never  gets  rusty,  worn  out,  or  old." 
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THESE  ARE  OUR  RELATIVES 


Rev.  Charles  Edwin  Purdy,  M.  D. 
Priest  in  Charge 


Trinity  Church  House 
7  East  Ridge  Street 
Lansford,  Pa. 

April  25,  1944 


Mr.  Ross  C.  Purdy 

American  Ceramic  Society,  Inc., 

2525  North  High  Street 
Columbus ,  Ohio 

Dear  Mr.  Purdy: 

W  daughter,  Frances,  of  the  Moses  Taylor  Hospital  in  Scranton, 
has  sent  me  your  letter  asking  for  information  about  our  branch 
of  the  Family,  and  wishes  me  to  write  to  you  about  it. 

We  are  of  the  old  Francis  Purdy  desdendants  of  the  line,  Joseph, 
Samuel,  Gabriel,  Samuel,  John,  Wallace,  and  myself,  in  the  eighth 
from  the  emigrant. 


We  use  the  crest,  "Or,  a  chevron  between  three  stars... "The  pea¬ 
cock*  s  head  surmounts  the  usual  display. 


Your  line  from  Daniel  is  evidently  the  Daniel  of  the  second  gener¬ 
ation  from  Francis  and  a  brother  of  the  Joseph  and  Francis, 

Thomas  and  Samuel... 

Some  important  information  was  furnished  some  years  ago  to  Robert 
Miller  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Borough  of  Brooklyn,  who 
later  published  the  genealo^r  in  the  book  »ve  old  History  of  Green¬ 
wich  County,"  which  is  available  in  many  New  York  Libraries. 

The  father  of  this  Daniel  of  the  third  was  Francis,  son  of  the  senior 
Francis,  who  come  to  this  land  about  1635  and  settled  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  afterward  moved  to  Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  and  there 

are  many  of  the  old  family  still  thereabouts  and  in  Westchester 
County,  N.  Y. 


True  other  Purdys  came  to  this  part  of  the  country  and  settled  in 
the  same  states,  and  others  came  to  Philadelphia.  James  is  not 
listed  amongst  our  earlier  names  as  X  have  it.  I  have  a  son,  James, 
rector  of  Christ  Church,  Bordentown,  N,  J.,  but  that  name  comes 
from  his  maternal  side. 


I  am  faithfully 


(signed) 

By  the  way  "Fidelitas"  is 
the  motto  of  the  Purdys. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  know  more  of  you. 


C.  E.  PURDY 
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(Excerpts  from  History  of  the  Descendants  of  Samuel  Harper, 

James  Purdy,  James  Leo  per,  Compiled  July  20,  1394  •  Obtaini 
able  from  Mrs.  M.  A.  Shillito,  Frankfort  Springs,  Pa.,  pp. 62-63). 


HISTORY  OF  THE  PURDY  FAMILY 
By  W.  F.  Purdy,  of  Burge ttstovm,  Pa. 

James  Purdy 

The  father  of  James  Purdy  was  a  natiive  of  Ireland.  In  the  year 
1770  with  his  wife  and  three  children  he  started  to  America.  But 
it  v/as  not  God's  will  that  he  should  reach  the  land  where  he  hoped 
to  make  his  home.  During  the  long  voyage  of  three  months  or  more, 
he,  his  wife,  and  two  children  died.  James  Purdy,  our  ancestor, 
was  the  only  one  of  the  family  who  was  spared  to  see  America.  He 
reached  Philadelphia  in  that  same  year — 1770 — being  about  eleven 
years  of  age.  He  lived  there  sometime  with  an  aunt.  Later  he 
came  to  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  he  married  Mary,  the  daughter 
of  Gregor  Farmer.  In  the  year  1808,  he  with  his  wife  emigrated 
to  Allegheny  County,  in  Western  Pa.,  and  located  near  Mansfield, 
where  he  lived  eight  years*  In  1816  he  with  his  family  moved  to 
a  farm  near  Clinton,  in  the  same  county,  where  he  died  March  1822. 
On  this  Clinton  homestead  his  son  Thomas  lived  and  died,  and  the 
widow  of  Thomas,  one  son  and  two  daughters  still  live  on  this  farm. 

James  Purdy  was  a_ soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  one  of  the 
heroes  of  .Valli.y \,-He  loved  his  God  and  Saviour,  his  family  and 
country .  Forge i 

His  family  consisted  of  ten  children,  viz:  Jane,  Andrew,  James, 
Archibald,  Isabelle,  John,  Farmer,  Elizabeth,  Thomas,  and  Mary 
Purdy.  All  of  his  children  grew  to  maturity  and  were  members  of 
the  Associate  Presbyterian  Church.  Andrew,  John,  Farmer,  and 
Thomas  were  each  Ruling  Elders  in  the  Associate  Presbyterian 
Church,  or  in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  after  the  union  of 
the  Associate  and  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churches 
in  May,  1858. 

The  children  of  James  Purdy  received  such  education  as  could  be 
had  at  the  district  school  house,  which,  in  those  days,  was 
built  of  unhewn  logs,  a  piece  of  oiled  paper  tacked  over  an  open¬ 
ing  in  the  wall  serving  as  a  window  to  admit  light,  the  floor  be¬ 
ing  made  of  ’puncheons*  and  the  seats  of  the  same.  Yet  in  the 
humble  homes  and  these  unpretentious  school  houses  of  that  day 
men  were  trained  who  in  their  lives  evinced  a  noble  character 
and  were  the  strength  of  Church  and  State. 

Many  of  the  church  buildings  of  that  date  were  small  and  humble. 
One  aisle  with  seats  on  either  side,  a  pulpit  on  posts  about  four 
feet  high  with  a  board  on  which  the  minister  laid  his  Bible  and 
books,  fairly  describes  the  interior  of  the  log  church  where  our 
fathers  and  mothers  met  to  worship  God.  Many  of  the  congregation 
came  long  distances,  even  many  miles  to  church.  They  walked  if 
they  had  no  horses.  If  they  had  horses  they  rode  on  horseback 
carrying  the  children  before  and  behind.  Often  a  mother  was  seen 
carrying  an  infant  on  her  arm  as  she  rode  to  church .  They  were 
faithful  to  meet  and  worship  God  and  His  blessings  followed  them. 
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